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CRACKERBARREL COUNTRY Minnetour 11

A goo'd starting point for this tour is Albert
Lea where the newest of our highway tourist cen­
ters provides information and literature on
Minnesota vacations. While in the area, visit the
Freeborn County Historical Society museum
(open summers, T, W, Sun. 2-5 p.m.) or take a
boat ride on Fountain Lake. Walk the nature paths
of Helmer Myre State Park, centered around Big
Island on Albert Lea Lake, and see more than
400 species of wildflowers.

On to Austin. Visit the Mower County His­
torical Center at the fairgrounds where old
trains, a horse-drawn vehicle museum and pio­
neer buildings are on display. A unique attrac­
tion is the Hormel Nature Center with its more
than 85 varieties of trees.

Now take Highway 56 through Rose Creek
and Adams. These charming hamlets recall a
placid era of dandelion wine and lemonade on the
front porch. '

Near LeRoy is Lake Louise State Park, at the
confluence of two streams which form the Iowa
River.

Go north to Spring Valley, established in
1855, for a nostalgic look at the ornate downtown
architecture.

Now proceed east to Minnesota Caverns and
Mystery Cave which offer daily gUided tours
from late April through October. The caves have
underground rivers, fossil imprints, and towering
formations. But wear a jacket; it's 47 degrees
down there all year. .

Next stop is a unique state park built around
the abandoned townsite of Forestville, dating
back to the 1850s. The last business in town, the
Meighen store, closed in 1910. The store, the
living quarters of the family who ran it and the
original shelf stock are on display. Maintained by
the Minnesota Historical Society, the store is
open to visitors.

Now head for Preston. In the Courthouse is
the Fillmore County Historical Society Museum,
and cam~ing facilities are available in town. The
nearby RQot River and Camp Creek are teeming
with trout.

Lanesboro is your next stop. Here you can
visit the Lanesboro Trout Hatchery, largest in the
state.

Continuing northeast along the Root River
valley, you'll come to Rushford. On the river you'll
see Tew's Mill, built in 1875. It was once a feed
mill and later a hatchery.

Travel east to Houston and make a picnic

stop at the city park. Just north is Money Creek,
a peaceful town on a creek that got its name when
a settler dropped a wad of bank notes in the
water. Hanging them on a bush to dry, he lost
them for good when a wind blew them back into
the creek.

East of Houston is Hokah, home of Potter
Cheese, a cheddar making operation. Tours are
available by special arrangement. Buy some
cheese before you continue on your way to La
Crescent, the "Apple Capital," where in the fall,
apples sold at roadside stands make a satisfying
mid-afternoon snack alone or with cheddar
cheese. While you're there, don't miss the scenic
Hiawathaland Apple Blossom Drive.

Between La Crescent and Winona, there's a
Rest and Information Center at Dresbach, on
the banks of the Mississippi.

Next, turn at La Moille and head toward the
hamlet of Pickwick. Here, an old mill still grinds
food, and willows droop over the mill pond from
which a trout stream tumbles.

Return to the river highway and proceed to
Homer where you can visit the historic Bunnel
House, which appears on the National Register
of Historic Places. Built in 1850, it's called the
"Lace House" because of the fancy carvings
along its eaves.

Your next stop is Winona, a city steeped in
river lore. The steamboat Julius C. Wilkie is now a
museum open for you to tour. It was one of the
last paddlewheelers to regularly ply the Miss­
issippi. While downtown, don't miss the Watkins
Art Gallery; the Winona National Bank which
houses big game trophies, works of art and
craft; and the Merchants National Bank, one of
the last structures of the "Prairie School" of
American architecture.

Head west to Stockton, to see one of the last
remaining water-powered mills, built in the 1800s.
It's still in operation.

In Lewiston, there's a museum of pioneer
living at the Arches Branch Museum. And down
the road at St. Charles, you can see an actual
Little Red School House, built in 1905.

Continue south and west through Chatfield
and Stewartville where you can fish and picnic
at Lake Florence. Then jog north to catch High­
way 30 leading to Blooming Prairie's Steam
Museum on the Art Anderson farm. It displays
every facet of early farm life in Minnesota includ­
ing work horses and steam threshers.

Alternate Route

Follow the highway south from Lanesboro to
Harmony and tour Niagara Cave, carved by sub­
terranean rivers millions of years ago.

Continue east on Highway 44 through spec­
tacular country to Caledonia. At the fairgrounds
is the Houston County Historical Museum and just
west of town off Highway 76 is Beaver Creek
Valley State Park, where high, wooded bluffs
present a typical Houston County scene. Beau­
tiful.



Minnesota facts and figures
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State Flower
Pink and White
Lady Slipper

State Fish
Walleye

State Bird
Common
Loon

State Gemstone State Tree
Lake Superior Norway Pine
Agate

State Flag
Adopted in
1957

Area-84,068 square miles (12th largest state)
Land Area-80,009 square miles
Inland Waters-4,059 square miles

Width-358 miles
Length-405 miles, extending from 43 30' to

49 23'4" (northern most point in the
continental U.S.)

Circumference-1 ,880 miles
Population (1970 census)-3,805,069 (19th largest state)

State Capital-St. Paul
Largest City-Minneapolis
Average Mean Altitude-1 ,200 feet
Highest Point-Eagle Mountain 2,301 feet
Lowest Point-602 feet, the surface of Lake Superior
Three River Systems-Mississippi, Minnesota

and and the Red River of the North. Water
flows from Minnesota in three directions­
Hudson's Bay, Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of
Mexico. No water flows into the state.

Average last spring freeze-April 30
Average first fall freeze-October 13
Annual precipitation-24.71 inches
Annual snowfall-42.3 inches
Summer mean temperature-70 degrees
Average mean temperature-44 degrees



Minnesota's major historic sites
The Minnesota Historical Society operates 13 major historic sites, some
of which are included on the 11 Mlnnetours. Here is a complete listing
of these major sites:

Flag
ted in

Lindbergh House and Interpretive Center:
Located at Charles A. Lindbergh State
Park, two miles south of Little Falls on
County Road 52. Open from May through
October, admission is free. Phone
612/632-3154.
Oliver Hudson Kelley Farm:
Located two miles southeast of Elk River,
accessible from U.S. 169, 10 and 52. Open
from May through September and on week­
ends during October. Admission is charged.
Phone 612/441-1619.
Upper Sioux Agency:
Located nine miles south of Granite Falls
on Hwy. 67. Part of a State Park, it Is open
May through October with admission
being a state park sticker or dally fee.
Phone 507/697-6321.
Lower Sioux Agency and Interpretive Center:
Located nine miles northwest of Morgan
from County Road 2. It is open year around
and admission is free. Phone 507/
697-6321.
Mille Lacs Indian Museum:
Accessible from U.S. 169 on southwest
shore of Mille Lacs Lake. Open May
through September. Admission Is charged.
Phone 612/532-3632.
Minnehaha Depot:
Located on Minnehaha Avenue near East
49th Street in Minneapolis, It is part
of Minnehaha Park. Open May through
Labor Day, admission is free. Phone
612/726-1171.

Historic Fort Snelling:
Located In St. Paul and accessible from
Hwys. 5 and 55, it is open May through
October. Admission is charged. Phone
612/726-1171.
W.H.C. Folsom House:
On Government Road in Taylors Falls.
Open weekends June through September,
admission is charged. Phone 612/465-2535.
Alexander Ramsey House:
265 Exchange Street In St. Paul. Open
year around, except on Mondays. Phone
612/222-5717.
Burbank-Livingston-Griggs House:
432 Summit Avenue in S1. Paul. Open year
around except on Mondays. Admission is
charged. Phone 612/227-1343.
Connor's Fur Post:
Located near Pine City off 1-35, one and
one-half miles west on County Road 7.
Open May through September, admission
is charged. Phone 612J632-3154.
Jeffers Petroglyphs:
Located three miles north of Hwy. 30 on
County Road 2, east of Jeffers. Open
May through September, admission is
free. Phone 507/628-4611.
Fort Ridgely:
Located on Hwy. 4 seven miles south of
Fairfax, it is part of a state park. Open May
through September, weekends in October.
Admission is a state park sticker or daily
fee. Phone 507/426-7888.

Detailed information on any of these sites may
be obtained from the Minnesota Historical
Society, Building 25, Fort Snelling, Sf.
Paul 55111. Phone 612/726-1171.


